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I visited two apartments in Kukes to see 

for myself. In one, the residents vacated 
their two-room apartment so that a Kosovar 
family of 17 could have a place to stay. The 
grandfather was blind and just sat facing a 
wall. There was a baby girl, just weeks or 
perhaps a few months old. They had been a 
thriving family in Kosovo, but now have 
nothing, not even an idea of what the future 
holds. 

In the next two-room flat, 10 refugees 
stayed in one room and 17 in the other. The 
host Kukes residents stayed with them, all 
sleeping on the floor. 

Albania is a poor country in wealth, but 
rich in generosity. 

We also sat in on a coordinating meeting of 
NGO’s who are struggling to cope, many 
themselves on the edge of exhaustion and 
sickness. The room was filled with coughing 
and sneezing—respiratory cases about to 
happen. 

The talk was of how to provide the most 
help. Who could do what? Who could best 
ease the shortfall of supplies? The overall 
conclusion was one of inadequacy, of being 
overwhelmed, of having too little to share 
among too many. And the talk was espe-
cially about poor logistics and communica-
tions. 

The refugees situation in Albania, in spite 
of the tremendous effort of people on the 
scene, is a disaster. I think the Clinton ad-
ministration, the international community 
and NATO were ill-prepared to deal with this 
crisis they should have anticipated. The in-
formation was there, but those who decided 
the course of events, particularly the Clinton 
administration, did not listen. 

Satellite imagery could detect the large 
lines of refugees forming along the way to 
the borders, but this information has not 
been available to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) with 
overall coordinating responsibility.

People on the ground in Kosovo before the 
bombing began warned of the possibility that 
Serbs would begin to brutalize ethnic Alba-
nians. I visited Kosovo in February, a few 
days before Rambouillet talks broke down 
ending hope for a truce with NATO peace-
keepers in Kosovo. Many Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
UNHCR and NGO representatives and dip-
lomats predicted then that ethnic Albanians 
would be attacked before NATO troops could 
arrive. In Kosovo, nearly every Serb family 
is armed, not with Saturday-night specials, 
but with Kalishnakov automatic rifles. The 
Serbs Army and Police are heavily armed, 
too. Real concern existed that, hidden from 
western observers, helpless and unprotected 
ethnic Albanians would be brutalized. That 
is exactly what happened. Had this been an-
ticipated by decision-makers, measures to 
provide relief and the basis for survival of 
refugees could have been put in motion. 
Shiploads, and caches of relief supplies then 
could have been positioned nearby. 

Even now, when it is clear that enormous 
problems exist, too little is being done. 
There is much talk of providing for the long 
run. But people are dying today. Massive 
amounts of life-giving supplies are needed 
now. 

I would like to close with a few comments 
and recommendations. 

1. This brutality has been taking place for 
too long. Serbian President Milosevic is the 
father of the Kosovo tragedy as he was in 
Bosnia and even before. Beginning in the fall 
of 1991 when Serbs shelled, bombed and laid 
siege to Vukovar, Croatia, Milosevic has con-
tinued a pattern of destruction. Kosovo is 
just the latest chapter. 

2. Milosevic is an evil man who has di-
rectly caused nearly a decade of terror, kill-
ing and destruction. Nine Serb generals have 
just been warned that they may be named as 
war criminals for their actions in Kosovo. 
Shouldn’t Milosevic head the list? 

3. There is a life and death crisis in Alba-
nia. President Clinton should immediately 
send high level people from the National Se-
curity Council, State and defense depart-
ment—people who can make decisions on the 
scene—to the border crossings in Kukes. A 
decision-maker/policy person has yet to visit 
there. And that’s where you have to go to see 
what is really happening. Too many visitors 
stop briefly in Tirana and quickly move on, 
thinking they know what is taking place. 
They don’t. Today, the refugee problem is 
hemorrhaging at the border. That’s where 
the compress now needs to be applied. Once 
the influx of refugees ends, and they are 
placed throughout Albania, the same 
amounts of massive help and support must 
be re-targeted to provide long-term assist-
ance. 

4. Massive amounts of infrastructure sup-
plies and communications equipment are 
needed at the border along with people to as-
semble and operate them. It is not enough to 
ship a load of tents. People to erect them, 
dig toilets and purify water must be there as 
well. Equipment alone is insufficient. Opera-
tors and technicians must be there, too. 
When refugees stop coming to the border, 
these needs will continue throughout Alba-
nia where massive numbers of refugees will 
be housed. 

5. There is a huge shortage of food, and 
people are starving today. Once the influx of 
refugees ends, the problem of sustaining 
them for a longer period will be no less crit-
ical. Albania can’t feed itself. Food is the 
country’s largest component of imports. Al-
bania is going to need help. 

6. Albania also has difficulty maintaining 
law and order, even in Tirana. In many re-
mote areas, police protection is non-exist-
ent. Unemployment is very high, and there is 
no capacity to provide work and economic 
sufficiency for refugees. The Albanian gov-
ernment will need to be propped up and the 
economy improved. 

7. Refugees report that a vast number of 
houses, buildings and infrastructure have 
been destroyed in Kosovo. Rebuilding will 
take a long time and care for refugees must 
be worked out while this take place. 

8. Little is known about the refugee situa-
tion in Montenegro, but it will undoubtedly 
add to the overall problem. 

9. It is doubtful that Kosovo can ever again 
be a pat of the Yugoslav federation. It will 
take a long time to implement workable so-
lution. In time, Albanians will tire of having 
Kosovo refugees to deal with and infringe 
upon normal life. Most Kosovo refugees have 
not documentation, no identity cards, med-
ical histories or necessary records. Even the 
license plates were ripped from cars as they 
crossed the border. This, too, will take time 
to reconstruct. 

10. And lastly, let me say a word about the 
press. Without their coverage as refugees 
began to pile up, it would have taken even 
longer to recognize the crisis at hand. The 
press has done a good job of telling the world 
what is happening and in mobilizing people 
to come to the aid of hundreds of thousands 
of the neediest people. Members of the press 
should be proud of their work. 

f 

STILTSVILLE: A COMMUNITY OF 
STRUCTURES IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, a 
writer in one of our hometown news-
papers once said that ‘‘Miami is two 
parallel universes of life on water and 
life on land.’’ She was describing 
Stiltsville, a community of structures 
located approximately 1 mile south of 
Key Biscayne, Florida, part of the Con-
gressional district that I am proud to 
represent. 

It is difficult to describe in words the 
picturesque and peaceful view that the 
homes supported by stilts looming 
above the water makes against the 
Florida skyline. Stiltsville began in 
the 1940s with the Quarterdeck Club, a 
beautiful locale featured in Life maga-
zine for its unique architecture and lo-
cation on the northernmost extreme of 
pristine Biscayne National Park. 

By 1960, at least 25 structures existed 
which represented distinctive architec-
tural facades with brightly colored 
wood frame buildings resting on steel 
foundations. Stiltsville served for 
many years as the backdrop for many 
television shows, movies, books, and 
advertisements, including the long-
running television show ‘‘Miami Vice.’’ 
It has been a favorite of movie makers, 
of boaters, and tourists alike because 
of its unique features and its frame 
against the Miami skyline. Unfortu-
nately, due to the hurricanes that 
often plague our south Florida shores, 
only seven of the original 25 structures 
remain intact today. 

Stiltsville homes are privately owned 
and represent no cost at all to the 
Florida taxpayers. These seven remain-
ing structures have now been equipped 
with especially engineered features 
which have been adapted to meet the 
rigors of a hurricane-prone area. 

The remaining seven homes provide 
not only aesthetic beauty for the land-
scape but a haven for fish and other sea 
life that inhabit the area. For boaters 
and fishermen, Stiltsville is often used 
as a navigational guide and as a shelter 
for many during storms. 

For Floridians, Stiltsville symbolizes 
the Miami of yesterday and the Miami 
of today. In fact, Florida governors 
since Governor Leroy Collins have 
spent time at Stiltsville. Many of our 
local civic and charity groups have 
used these homes, including the Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, the Miami Cham-
ber of Commerce, and the Rotary Club, 
just to name a few. 

For many of our cities across our Na-
tion, there are local historical sites 
that give our cities character and that 
make them unique. For south Florida, 
Stiltsville is one of those places that 
gives our community flavor and keeps 
us linked to the history of our great 
State. 

It is unfortunate, however, that in 
spite of the historical and cultural 
symbolism that Stiltsville holds for all 
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of Florida, it is looking at the possi-
bility of being demolished by the Na-
tional Park Service. Its current lease 
with Biscayne National Park expires 
on July 1 of this year, and a recent pe-
tition for national historic designation 
was denied even though Stiltsville is 
regularly a part of the South Florida 
Historical Association Tours. 

The Dade Heritage Trust, which is 
Miami-Dade County’s largest historic 
preservation society, has worked for al-
most 30 years to preserve landmarks 
that enrich the texture of our city’s 
present and future, and the benchmark 
used by the Dade Heritage Trust for 
judging structures to be historic is 50 
years. Yet an exception has been made 
for Stiltsville because the members 
know that the colorful origins of the 
community itself dating back to the 
1930s and 1940s make it a wonderful 
component of Miami history. 

Even the State Historic Preservation 
Officer of Florida has supported a Na-
tional Register nomination for 
Stiltsville. According to noted histo-
rian Arva Moore Parks, Stiltsville is a 
very fragile piece of history worthy of 
salvage. And certainly many of us in 
south Florida share that sentiment. 

In our district, with the help of doz-
ens of local organizations, such as Save 
Old Stiltsville, the Florida Department 
of State, the University of Miami, and 
the Greater Miami Chamber of Com-
merce, we have begun an effort to en-
sure that Stiltsville will remain a part 
of Miami’s history and that future gen-
erations will be able to enjoy the beau-
ty that Stiltsville adds to Biscayne 
Bay.

b 1500 

Together, we hope to make this 
dream a very real part of south Florida 
and our State and our country for 
years and generations to come.

f 

FORMER SPEAKER GINGRICH VIN-
DICATED—BUT NO ONE KNOWS 
IT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EVERETT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CUNNINGHAM) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
come to correct the record, for a politi-
cally motivated injustice. It is titled 
‘‘Newt Gingrich Vindicated, But No 
One Knows It,’’ by Brent Bozell. I 
would like to read and summarize this 
article for the RECORD on an issue of 
basic justice. 

‘‘The judgement is in. After 31⁄2 years 
of investigation, the Internal Revenue 
Service has cleared Newt Gingrich and 
his allied nonprofit groups of any viola-
tion of tax laws in the controversy over 
his television history course, ‘Renew-
ing American Civilization.’ 

‘‘So after having run countless news 
reports highlighting the accusations 

that ultimately forced Newt Gingrich 
to pay $300,000 in fines,’’ did the media 
correct the record? 

I would like to let my colleagues, 
maybe for the first time, understand 
and know what Newt Gingrich was 
about. In our Republican Conference, 
the then Speaker, Newt Gingrich, and 
his lawyers met with the entire con-
ference. They said that he would be ex-
onerated 100 percent in this. There was 
no chance of him being found guilty. 
But it would take one or more years of 
court trials and dragging the Repub-
lican Party through this event. The 
Speaker stood up and said, ‘‘I am not 
going to do this, because we are focus-
ing on a balanced budget, on saving 
Medicare, on having welfare reform, 
and having tax relief. And if I go 
through this court case and don’t give 
the Democrats their pound of flesh by 
paying this fine, then we will not have 
a balanced budget or save Medicare or 
have welfare reform.’’ And he agreed to 
pay that fine. That is the kind of a gen-
tleman Newt Gingrich was. 

Do you think that the news media 
after this was announced did anything 
or said one word? Let me quote from 
the article again. 

‘‘ABC, CBS and NBC devoted exactly 
zero seconds to Newt Gingrich’s vindi-
cation. Only CNN’s Brooks Jackson 
filed a TV report, on the early-evening 
show ‘Inside Politics.’ 

‘‘He then showed old footage of 
Democrats David Bonior of Michigan, 
in which he said, ‘Mr. Gingrich engaged 
in a pattern of tax fraud,’ and John 
Lewis of Georgia, ‘We now have a 
Speaker under investigation for lying 
to the outside counsel investigating his 
involvement in a massive tax fraud.’ 

‘‘Jackson quoted from the IRS deci-
sion: ‘The (Gingrich ‘‘Renewing Amer-
ican Civilization’’) course taught prin-
ciples from American civilization that 
could be used by each American in ev-
eryday life, whether the person is a 
welfare recipient, the head of a large 
corporation or a politician. The course 
was not biased toward particular poli-
ticians or a particular party. The facts 
show the class was much more than a 
political platform.’ Of course, that was 
clear to anyone who watched the 
course.’’ 

And I quote from Mr. Gingrich: I urge 
my colleagues, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT), the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
BONIOR), ‘‘I urge my colleagues to go 
back and read their statements and 
watch how they said them with no 
facts, based on nothing more than a de-
sire, and I quote, to politically destroy 
a colleague.’’ 

The article continues. ‘‘But the dam-
age wasn’t done simply by devious poli-
ticians. It was done by the media itself. 
National Public Radio reporter Mara 
Liasson justified the event by saying 
that he only did what Newt Gingrich 

did to Jim Wright. ‘Bonior learned his 
lesson from him,’ she said. 

‘‘To appreciate the media’s antag-
onism—then, now and probably for-
ever—toward Newt Gingrich, compare 
their treatment of him with their cov-
erage of a real crook, Webster Hubbell. 
They roasted Newt when he was 
charged and then ignored him when he 
was cleared. Hubbell was celebrated 
when he was cleared of tax evasion 
charges filed by Ken Starr, but when a 
Federal court reinstated the charges on 
appeal, the networks aired no coverage. 

‘‘Let’s get this straight. Webster 
Hubbell embezzled half a million dol-
lars from his law firm partners in Ar-
kansas. After he resigned from the Jus-
tice Department in disgrace, the Presi-
dent’s friends paid him almost another 
million dollars for, quote, supposed 
jobs that asked for no work, money he 
pays next to zero taxes on.’’ 

I would ask my colleagues to take a 
look at what they said in this well, and 
I would ask them to apologize publicly 
and in writing to the Speaker.

f 

THE FOLLY OF COMMITTING 
GROUND TROOPS TO KOSOVO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GILLMOR). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, as we 
approach the decision to send ground 
troops into the war in Kosovo, it is im-
portant for us to look at the historical 
events surrounding that particular 
area and to then look at the request 
that is being made, that will probably 
be made for this Congress to approve in 
some fashion or other, a request from 
the administration to commit Amer-
ican troops to this folly. 

During the break, I was given an ar-
ticle that I found quite sobering, from 
an individual in my district. The title 
of the article is ‘‘Serbia: The lesson of 
Army Group E.’’ It came off of the net, 
World Net Daily, Friday, March 26. The 
author, a gentleman by the name of 
Joel A. Ruth. And I quote from this ar-
ticle because I think it needs to be 
widely read and widely heard, again, as 
we approach this potential decision to 
send American troops in. It says:

Before we engage the Serbs in a limited 
war over Kosovo, it would be wise to review 
the experiences of the 22 German divisions 
that were committed to stamping out Serb 
resistance between 1941 and 1945. While the 
Germans also had the help of 200,000 Cro-
atian, Slovenian and Bosnian Moslem volun-
teer auxiliaries, they still could not do the 
job, and with a combined army of over 700,000 
men willing to commit atrocities that the 
United States and her allies would never 
contemplate in this, quote, civilized day and 
age. 

In the end, and without direct Allied help, 
the Serbs succeeded, through extreme human 
sacrifice and one of the bloodiest partisan 
wars ever fought in history, in recapturing 
over half their country by the time the war 
had ended on all the other fronts. 
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